
Parental Rights Disputes in Probate Court: 
Questions, Conflicts, and Strategies 

This panel will consider the current role of Maine's probate courts in parental rights disputes, 
particularly in the guardianship and adoption context.  The panel will explain the current state of 
probate court jurisdiction and potential intersections with state court jurisdiction, discuss best practices 
for judges and practitioners where there are related state court proceedings, and consider how the dual 
court jurisdiction may be adjusted to better serve Maine families. 

The Honorable Wayne R. Douglas, Maine District Court judge and chair of the Family Law 
Advisory Commission. 
 
Janet K. Kantz, Partner in the Portland law firm of Vincent, Kantz, Pittman & Thompson, 
LLC.     
 
The Honorable Joseph Mazziotti, Judge of Probate for Cumberland County since 2004. 
 
Barbara Raimondi, Partner in the Auburn law firm of Trafton and Matzen, LLP.  
 
Deirdre M. Smith (moderator), Professor of Law and Director of the Cumberland Legal Aid 
Clinic at the University of Maine School of Law.  
 
List of Materials: 
 
4 MRS § 251 (Jurisdiction of Probate Court) 
18-A MRS §§ 5-101, 5-102 (Definitions applicable to guardianship and jurisdiction) 
18-A MRS § 5-201 – 5-213 (Guardianship and child support) 
18-A MRS §§ 9-102, 9-103 (Definitions applicable to adoptions and jurisdiction) 
18-A MRS §§ 9-201 – 9-205 (Establishment and termination of parental rights in Probate Court) 
18-A MRS § 9-302 (Consent for adoption) 
19-A MRS § 652(8) (Marriage licenses for persons under 16) 
19-A MRS §§ 1652, 1653 (Support obligation and parental rights and responsibilities) 
19-A MRS § 1654 (Parenting and support when parents live apart) 
22 MRS §§ 4002, 4003 (Definitions applicable in child protection cases and statutory purposes) 
22 MRS § 4031 (Jurisdiction in child protection cases) 
22 MRS § 4038E (Adoption from permanency guardianship) 
Marin v. Marin, 797 A.2d 1265 (Me. 2002)  
In re Austin T., 2006 ME 28 
Philbrook v. Theriault, 2008 ME 152 
In re Guardianship of Jewel, 2010 ME 80 
In re L.E., 2012 ME 127 
































































































































































































