
Why Use Statutory Annotations as a Research Tool? 
 
 
You can easily find statutes using Google, so why do careful lawyers only use annotations? The plain 
words of a statute are usually not enough to determine what the law is. The researcher needs to read 
cases or other material in conjunction with the statutory language. Annotated statutes provide 
researchers with cross-references to relevant judicial or administrative decisions (in Maine, these are 
called Notes of Decisions), administrative code sections, encyclopedias, attorney general opinions, 
legislative history materials, law reviews, and treatises. The compilation of these references by legal 
publishers is so costly that it is never available free over the internet. 
 
 Annotated statutes: 
 

 Include representative, relevant cases that illustrate topic/subject 
 Elucidate topic by highlighting issues in cases citing particular statute 
 Include historical and statutory notes which help researcher understand the history of a provision 
 List library and research references 
 Are a time-saving research tool 
 Are updated or supplemented by the publisher’s editorial board 
 Are an effective (yet costly) research tool   

 
 Example: Maine Statute     Example: Notes of Decisions 
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